
22 March 2018

Te Puke Community Board,
Jellicoe Street,
Te Puke

Re: Town Centre Upgrade

Further our letter of 21 February 2018, we request you support the following course of 
action:-

1. Support todays submission from Te Puke Business Strategies to reinstate 
carparks

This detail has been discussed at previous PCG meetings and Council Operations 
Committee meetings.

This has widespread support across our membership. It will be seen as a genuine gesture 
to give back to a significant number of retailers and landlords who feel that their concerns 
have been ignored.

2. Change the plantings in the town centre median strip to a mix of grass and easily 
managed plantings

The current plantings are overgrown in some parts, are mixed with weeds and in many 
places trodden by pedestrians who continue to walk across the street away from 
pedestrian crossings and access points. 

A return to more grass has considerable support across the community.

3. Level the plaza area outside the Te Puke Jewellers/My Pharmacy stores, with an 
overlay system that does not interfere with drainage

We accept that the new wooden seat arrangement looks good and makes a rather nice 
sculpture. However, in our view this is not what a plaza should be.

It should be a vibrant area for people to use. Retailers will confirm it is popular with 
children on scooters, bikes and skateboards and the new addition as a jumping platform. 
This is undesirable.

Contrast this with many plazas you see in your travels across New Zealand and around 
the globe. On fine days they can be vibrant places with people eating out, for shop 
displays and as gathering or socialising points for parades and events.

We have attached photos and comments.
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La Rambla in Barcelona & Ronda in South West Spain are good examples of positive 
public gatherings and outdoor dining.
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Plazas should be level so that tables and chairs can be placed on it. These do not need to 
be permanent fixtures. They should be easily moved when plaza space is required for 
community events requiring standing room or artistic expression.

The idea to shorten one end of tables and seats on the Te Puke Plaza so they are level is, 
in our view, a cheapskate approach. 

Retailers could also set up displays on a level area. This creates interest and activity.

Options would be to build a level wooden platform over the existing paving with steps up to 
it and sloping ramps at either ends or lower the paving next to the road. 

Mt Maunganui has a good example of timber over pavement.
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We have highly engaged Town Centre landlords and retailer members who have great 
passion for the success of the town centre. These people have significant skin in the 
game, with considerable investment in land, buildings, inventories and payrolls.

These members cannot understand the reluctance of our civic leaders to seriously 
consider and approve meaningful modifications. The fact that 3 of our 4 ward councillors 
voted in favour of simple changes at the February Operations committee meeting and then 
be defeated in a full council vote of 7-5 says it all.

Should the issue be one of cost with council unable to make what is a relatively small 
financial outlay, then we can confirm that we have landlords prepared to make a financial 
contribution to ease the financial burden on Council. We are happy to discuss further with 
you.

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Boyle 
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